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my misfortunes. . . . Poor Mary begins (for the first time)
to look a little consoled; for we have spent, as you may
imagine, a miserable five months."

The child was healthy and pretty, and very
like William. Neither Mary's strength nor her
spirits were altogether re-established for some
time, but the birth of " Percy Florence" was, none
the less, the beginning of a new life for her. She
turned, with the renewed energy of hope, to her
literary work and studies. One of her first tasks
was to transcribe the just written fourth act of
Prometheus Unbound. She had work of her
own on hand too; a historical novel, Castruccio,
Prince of Lucca (afterwards published as Val-
perga\ a laborious but very congenial task, which
occupied her for many months.

And indeed all the solace of new and tender
ties, all the animating interest of intellectual
pursuits, was sorely needed to counteract the
wearing effect of harassing cares and threatening
calamities. Godwin was now being pressed for
the accumulated unpaid house-rent of many years ;
so many that, when the call came, it was unex-
pected by him, and he challenged its justice. He
had engaged in a law-suit on the matter, which ho
eventually lost. The only point which appeared
to admit of no reasonable doubt was that Shelley
would shortly be called upon to find a large sum
of money for him, and this at a time when he was